
          

325th Airborne Infantry Regiment honors fallen paratroopers
Saturday, November 08, 2003 

Reminding his paratroopers to keep their resolve, 
Burgess called his soldiers to protect the nation and its 
peoples, their children and their futures. 

“(This enemy) cannot defeat our nation’s strength, 
so they attack our nation’s will. They will fail,” said Burgess 
to those gathered before him. 

“We’ve had another loss, and it hurts,” he said. 
“Our patience, perseverance and discipline will lead us to 
our success.” 

Huggins and Guerrera died as the result of 
wounds sustained when an improvised explosive device 
detonated as they were responding to a rocket-propelled 
grenade attack. 

Ten soldiers from the 82nd's Task Force Falcon 
have died since the task force assumed responsibility for 
the Al Rashid District in south Baghdad in early May. 

        “We can’t get over it,” said Sgt. 1st Class Steve 
Horn, Huggins and Guerrera’s platoon sergeant. “We can’t 
get used to it; but you’ve got to pick up and carry on.” 

        America’s future depends on the courage and the 
commitment of soldiers in the face of the enemy, said 
Chaplain (Capt.) Edward Jackson, battalion chaplain, 
calling the paratroopers of Task Force Falcon to draw upon 
each other’s strength to continue the fight. 

Paratroopers and leaders of 2nd Platoon, Company C, 325th Airborne Infantry Regiment, stand in testament to honor two of their 
fellow paratroopers during a memorial ceremony Oct. 30 in Baghdad for 82nd Airborne Division paratroopers Staff Sgt. Jamie L. 
Huggins and Pvt. Joseph R. Guerrera. The two soldiers were killed by an improvised explosive device, a roadside bomb.

Story and photo by Sgt. Brent M. Williams, 49th Public Affairs 
Detachment (Airborne) 

BAGHDAD, Iraq—The night air is cold and clear before 
the stone palace that houses the command post for the 2nd 
Battalion, 325th Airborne Infantry Regiment, which is part of the 
82nd Airborne Division, and attached to Task Force 1st 
Armored Division. The usually bustling building stands silent, a 
testament to the purpose of the soldiers gathered before it. 

The White Falcons of the 82nd Airborne Division’s 2nd 
Brigade Combat Team joined together in formation, paying their 
last respects to comrades and friends during a memorial 
ceremony for fellow paratroopers, Staff Sgt. Jamie L. Huggins 
and Pvt. Joseph R. Guerrera Oct. 30. 

During the ceremony, the leaders and soldiers who 
knew the paratroopers the best called upon their memories and 
invocations from the company to the platoon, honoring their 
comrades in life and in death. 

To the men of 2nd Platoon, Company C, Huggins and 
Guerrera were selfless and courageous soldiers, who made the 
ultimate sacrifice in America’s war on terrorism. 

“The paratroopers standing before us are absolutely 
standing at the tip of the spear,” said Capt. Kenneth Burgess, 
commander, Company C, 2nd Battalion, 325th Airborne Infantry 
Regiment. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Oddly Enough 
Euro notes need redrawing, already 

NICOSIA, Cyprus (Reuters) - If the designs on euro 
notes now in the pockets of millions of Europeans are to be 
believed, Cyprus and Malta have sunk.  

But the two Mediterranean islands are due to join the 
European Union next year and now want their inadvertent 
omission from the notes, which feature maps of the continent, 
set right. 

"We raised the issue actually ... our president did. It 
(Cyprus) should have been included in the first place, of 
course," Cypriot Finance Minister Marcos Kyprianou told 
Reuters on Thursday.  

"Now as a member state of the EU I think there will 
have to be an adjustment to the design."  

This Day in History 
Louvre Museum opened on Nov. 8, 1793 
From HistoryChannel.com 

On this date in history, Nov. 8, 1793, after more than 
two centuries as a royal palace, the Louvre was opened as a 
public museum in Paris by the French revolutionary 
government. Today, the Louvre's collection is one of the richest 
in the world, with artwork and artifacts representative of 11,000 
years of human civilization and culture.  

The Louvre palace was begun by King Francis I in 
1546 on the site of a 12th-century fortress built by King Philip II. 
Francis was a great art collector, and the Louvre was to serve 
as his royal residence. The work, which was supervised by the 
architect Pierre Lescot, continued after Francis' death and into 
the reigns of kings Henry II and Charles IX. Almost every 
subsequent French monarch extended the Louvre and its 
grounds, and major additions were made by Louis XIII and 
Louis XIV in the 17th century. Both of these kings also greatly 
expanded the crown's art holdings, and Louis XIV acquired the 
art collection of Charles I of England after his execution in the 
English Civil War. In 1682, Louis XIV moved his court to 
Versailles, and the Louvre ceased to be the main royal 
residence. In the spirit of the Enlightenment, many in France
began calling for the public display of the royal collections. 
Denis Diderot, the French writer and philosopher, was among 
the first to propose a national art museum for the public. 
Although King Louis XV temporarily displayed a selection of 
paintings at the Luxembourg Palace in 1750, it was not until the 
outbreak of the French Revolution in 1789 that real progress 
was made in establishing a permanent museum. On Nov. 8, 
1793, the revolutionary government opened the Musée Central 
des Arts in the Grande Galerie of the Louvre.  

The collection at the Louvre grew rapidly, and the 
French army seized art and archaeological items from territory 
and nations conquered in the Revolutionary and Napoleonic 
wars. Much of this plundered art was returned after Napoleon's 
defeat in 1815, but the Louvre's current Egyptian antiquities 
collections and other departments owe much to Napoleon's 
conquests. Two new wings were added in the 19th century, and 
the multi-building Louvre complex was completed in 1857, 
during the reign of Napoleon III. 

In the 1980s and 1990s, the Grand Louvre, as the 
museum is officially known, underwent major remodeling. 
Modern museum amenities were added and thousands of 
square meters of new exhibition space were opened. The 
Chinese American architect I.M. Pei built a steel-and-glass 
pyramid in the center of the Napoleon courtyard. Traditionalists 
called it an outrage. In 1993, on the 200th anniversary of the 
museum, a rebuilt wing formerly occupied by the French 
ministry of finance was opened to the public. It was the first time 
that the entire Louvre was devoted to museum purposes. 
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Chaplain’s thought for the day 
 
Fear not! 
 

I am unaware of the original source of the 
following story: 

As a sergeant in a parachute regiment I took 
part in several night time exercises. Once, I was seated 
next to a lieutenant fresh from jump school. He was quite 
sad and looked a bit pale so I struck up a conversation. 
"Scared, lieutenant?" I asked. 

He replied, "No, just a bit apprehensive." 
I asked, "What's the difference?" 
He replied, "That means I'm scared with a 

university education." 
It really doesn't matter what word you prefer to 

use; we've all been there at some point. Afraid of what 
might happen. Afraid of what might not happen. Afraid of 
what the future holds. 

The remedy for "fear" is "faith." Fear drives out 
faith, but faith will drive out fear. Whatever it is that you 
fear, may you find a "great calm" in knowing that God is 
near. 

Safety Tip 
Accident Prevention 
  Prevent accidents by enforcing standards. 
  Leaders should know their high-risk soldiers and 
council them on correcting their behaviors. 
  Don’t just walk by -- make on-the-spot corrections of 
unsafe actions.   
  Apply the risk management process to reduce mission 
hazards. 
  Maintain situational awareness and don’t let your 
guard down. 
 

Entertainment 
'Matrix Revoutions' has big opening day 

Film Earns Over $43M worldwide Wednesday 

 "The Matrix Revolutions" had a strong debut 
Wednesday, but didn't pack nearly the power of its 
predecessor "The Matrix Reloaded." According to its 
studio, Warner Bros., the third chapter of "The Matrix" 
trilogy took in a little under $24.5 million its opening day 
at the North American box office. And while that's a great 
number for most movies, it was about $10 million less 
than "Reloaded's" debut in May. 

“Reloaded" opened with a few late-night 
screenings on a Wednesday and earned about $5 
million. Then it expanded to 3,600 on Thursday and took 
in another $37 million.  

According to Warner Bros., "Revolutions" took 
in $43.1 in its opening day worldwide. The film made 
history by opening in 96 countries around the world 
simultaneously. It opened in the United States in such 
cities as New York City at 9 a.m. and Los Angeles at 6 
a.m. In "The Matrix Revolutions," the underground rebels 
of Zion mount an aggressive defense against the 
Machine Army's attack while Neo (Keanu Reeves) tries 
to fully harness the extent of his powers to end the war.


